
Colloquialism 
Words or phrases that are 

used in everyday 

conversation (not formal 

language) 

Discourse marker 
Words/phrases used to 

signpost ideas 



Noun phrase 
A group of words 

surrounding a noun (naming 

word) 

Verb phrase 
A group of words 

surrounding a verb (doing 

word) 



Fronted adverbial 
A phrase/clause that 

modifies a verb, which 

appears at the start of a 

sentence, usually separated 

by a comma 

Implicit 
Suggested or implied. Not 

stated openly 



Metaphor 
Describing some as being 

something else. E.g. The 

sky IS full of shimmering 

diamonds 

Personification 
Giving non-human objects 

human characteristics 



Preposition 
A word that shows place, 

time, position or means 

Register 
The kind of words and the 

manner of writing that vary 

according to the situation 

and the people involved 



Simile 
Using ‘as’ or ‘like’ to 

compare two items 

Subordinate clause 
A clause that doesn’t make 

sense on its own. It needs a 

main clause to make sense. 



Synonym 
Words that have 

approximately similar 

meanings. 

Caution: their connotations 

might be very different! 

Syntax 
The order and arrangement 

of words and phrases to 

create sentences 



Tone 
The manner of expression 

that shows the writer’s 

attitude 

Elliptical 
construction 

A sentence where key 

words (usually little 

grammatical words) are 

missed out 



Modification 
The adding of additional 

words to provide more detail 

e.g. the BIG dog – BIG is 

modifying ‘dog’ 

Imperatives 
Sentences that command / 

bossy sentences. E.g. Put 

that away. 



Audience 
The intended or actual 

viewers of a text 

Parenthetical remark 
An aside comment (often in 

brackets) 



Foregrounding 
When a particular moment 

in a text stands out to the 

reader – usually because a 

device has been used 

Minor sentence 
A set of words (or word) that 

is an incomplete sentence 

but conveys meaning. Often 

used for effect. 



Hyperbole 
Exaggeration for effect 

Onomatopoeia 
Sound words e.g crash! 



Triadic structure 
Fancy name for the ‘rule of 

3’ e.g. We have sought 

justice in the past, we seek 

justice today, and we will 

seek justice in the future." 

Idiom 
A metaphorical expression 

which has a meaning that can’t 

be worked out from the 

meaning of its constituent 

words e.g. “red herring”, “put a 

sock in it” 



Monosyllabic words 
Words with one syllable 

(beat) 

Parallelism 
Repeated sentence structures 

– tends to create a sense of 

balance 

E.g. I came, I saw, I conquered  



Cliché  
An idea or expression that has 

become tired from overuse - 

its freshness and clarity having 

worn off, e.g. ‘what goes 

around comes around’.  

Euphemism 
A word/phrase that replaces a 

word or term that can be 

considered unpleasant, could 

offend, or is taboo.  



Oxymoron  
 Two apparently 

contradictory words placed 

together to create a special 

effect e.g. ‘bitter sweet’, ‘act 

naturally’ 

Pun 
(Also referred to as play on words) 

Words used in an amusing way to 

suggest other meanings, e.g. ‘thief 

is court out’ 

Hint: Christmas cracker jokes are 

usually puns. 


