
AQA GCSE English Language Paper 1 (fiction) 
Question overviews: Useful terms  Reading question tips Exam breakdown 

Q1 Find and list 4 things from the 

text (4 marks) 

Alliteration 

Antithesis 

Assonance 

Atmosphere 

Cliché  

Colloquialism 

Connotation 

Ellipsis 

Foregrounding 

Figurative language 

Idiom 

Imagery 

Imperative 

Irony 

Juxtaposition 

Simile 

Simple sentence  

Minor sentence 

Metaphor 

Monosyllabic words 

Onomatopoeia 

Parallelism  

Parenthetical remark 

Personification 

Sarcasm 

Word classes e.g. noun, adjective etc 

 Read the text carefully in full 

before answering any of the 

questions 

 If the question tells you to focus on 

specific sections, only focus on 

those sections for that question 

 Remember to use quotations 

throughout Q2-4 

 Remember to use specialist 

terminology 

 Make sure you comment on the 

effect of the language on the reader 

1 hour 45 minutes 

Section A – Reading (45 mins) 

Section B – Writing (45 mins) 

Proof reading and checking (15 mins) 

 

Worth 50% of your GCSE grade 

Q2 Look at an extract and analyse 

how the writer uses language for 

effect (8 marks) 

Q3 Consider the whole text. Analyse 

how the writer has structured 

the text (8 marks) 

Writing question tips 

 TAP the text – make sure you 

tailor your writing to the TAP 

 Plan your response so it has a clear 

structure 

 Try to ‘show not tell’ 

 Use devices and good vocabulary 

appropriately – remember, no 

examiner wants to read a piece of 

writing that’s been written from a 

device checklist 

 Proof read for silly mistakes 

Q4 Evaluating the extent to which 

you agree with the statement 

given in the question (20 marks) 

Assessment objectives 

(Reading) 
AO1 - Identify and interpret explicit and 

implicit information and ideas  

select and synthesise evidence from 

different texts 

AO2 - Explain, comment on and analyse 

how writers use language and structure to 

achieve effects and influence readers, using 

relevant subject terminology to support 

their views 

AO3 - Compare writers’ ideas and 

perspectives, as well as how these are 

conveyed, across two or more texts 

AO4 - Evaluate texts critically and support 

this with appropriate textual references 

 

Q5/6 Select ONE of the writing 

questions options. 

Produce a piece of original 

writing that meets the brief in the 

question (40 marks = 24 content 

+ 16 technical accuracy) 

Assessment objectives 

(Writing) 

AO5 - Content and organisation of 

ideas in original writing 

AO6 - Technical accuracy e.g. spelling, 

punctuation and grammar 

Useful words Useful sentence structures: Punctuation checklist: 
Conveys, suggests, implies, demonstrates, 

presents, shows,  

By using [DEVICE], the writer shows… 

When the author says “QUOTATION”, it 

creates a sense of…  

This creates a …. Effect on the reader 

because… 
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